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Today, many of the challenges we face in the Union do not respect borders, neither political nor administrative ones. 

The number of shared problems and challenges grows, and so does the need of addressing them through shared efforts. 

That is why the European Commission, inspired by the European Parliament and in response to Council's decision, elaborated the Baltic Sea Strategy and has now embarked on the process to prepare the Danube Strategy.
These strategies allow regions and countries involved to jointly respond to existing problems, and to exploit more efficiently existing opportunities. 

Thanks to these strategies, there is a chance to have more and deeper cooperation and cohesion in the Union and through this more growth and jobs, improved competitiveness and better quality of life for our citizens.
We in the REGI Committee of the European Parliament expect that the Danube Strategy will be an action-oriented strategy, based on better coordination among stakeholders, as well as on better exploitation of synergies between policies and funds available on the ground. 

As chair of REGI Committee, the lead EP Committee for this strategy, I can assure you of our support and our openness to a good cooperation with the Commission at all stages of the Danube Strategy's life.
